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Jeffrey St. Clair recently stated in CounterPunch that “Iran’s leadership was discussing a plan to

end its enriched uranium program when [the February 28] attack was launched.” The U.S.
bombing “was a joint venture with Israel,” stated St. Clair, “which has never wanted negotiations
with Iran, only an end to the regime.” Stephen Zunes remarked just after the attack that “an

Omani mediator said a nuclear agreement with Iran was within reach [and] in response, the

United States and Israel started bombing.”

Further, Lawrence Davidson indicated that “Iran had agreed to deactivate its uranium stockpile.

This done, it could not create a bomb. It is exactly the moment that the Iranians agreed to this
that Trump and Netanyahu decided to launch their attack.” Trita Parsi at the Quincy Institute for

Responsible Statecraft verifies a similar claim.

Sinan Ulgen, a former Turkish diplomat said, “the moral dilemma that we are all facing as
neighbors of Iran on this first day, of what is likely to be a protracted regional escalation, is about
defending multilateral norms vs. nuclear proliferation.” "“The U.S. attacks are from an
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international law perspective,” said Ulgen, “totally illegal and illegitimate, but now that the
campaign has started, Iran’s political will and nuclear infrastructure emerge relatively unscathed
from all of this. The next phase will surely be regional proliferation.” Lebanese journalist Kim
Ghattas called Trump’s actions “the ultimate hubris, a president more focused on the spectacle of
power than its consequences.”

Events and Facts

Leading up to the war, as for the death toll among the 2025-2026 Iranian protesters in 27 of its

31 provinces, the Human Rights Activists News Agency (HRANA), Amnesty International, and

Human Rights Watch estimated the number to be around 6,000 while a number of 33,000 spread

on social media and among right-leaning diasporic sources without verification. The larger figure
conflates historical prison executions dating back to 1988, is impacted by internet blackout, and
politically motivated.

Additionally, actors such as the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (MEK), may have

intentionally inflated the numbers. Further, there have been reports that political violence in
Tehran extends to leftists found and killed by Mossad. These facts illustrate a gap between

irresponsibly circulated statements by Trump apologists and the actual verifiable evidence. What
is more, Trump and Netanyahu’s poorly handled public statements months prior to the war,
signaled the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps to hunt down U.S. and Israeli recruited Iranian
soldiers (610,000 active personnel,) according to Seymour Hersh.

Overall, U.S. intelligence found no proof of an imminent Iranian threat although the UN could not

verify a complete suspension of uranium. On March 3, it was reported by Iranian authorities that

at least 168-180 people, including many school children, were killed in Minab by an airstrike. The
girls’ school, Shajareh Tayyebeh Elementary, was originally built near a military base but the

base has been closed for 15 years. Videos showing the Islamic Republic using civilians as human
shields have been debunked as AI generated by FactNameh and the theory of Iranian misfire
lacks forensic and operational proof.

Other anecdotal and unverified reports of the human shield narrative lack supporting evidence.
Additionally, satellite imagery reported by NPR reveals that initial airstrikes on Iran featured

multiple targets. The imagery is inconsistent with what would amount to Iranian friendly fire.
Later analysis reveals it was likely a U.S. strike. Zunes, commented that “schools, hospitals, city

parks, and cultural sites are being targeted in the United States and Israeli bombing of Tehran.”
This included the Azadi Sports Stadium.

Interpretations and Motives

The 2026 Iran War features a larger fragmentation of the American ruling_class. Trump is having

a difficult time rationalizing and finding his rhetorical bearings with an unpopular action that
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suddenly has involved 16 nations and counting. Aside from the international consensus and clear
violations of IHL and global norms, Trump has violated customary human rights obligations and
standard foreign policy practices found in Just War Theory, realism, and the doctrines of smart

power. As the U.S. Senate fails to “curb Trump’s war powers,” the president ignores “the lessons

of Iraq.” And as Harvard’s Steven Levitsky once noted, “state failure brings violence and

instability; it almost never brings democratization.”

The Joint Chief of Staff Chairman Gen. Dan Caine has been concerned with the plan and warned

of its potential challenges. Trump’s policy of "Maximum Pressure” related to his posture of

destabilizing Iran is accompanied by his "multiple choice communication” and ways to justify his

overall lack of rhetorical consistency. In fact, Trump, Marco Rubio, and Pete Hegseth have relied

on an unsteadiness in the place of stating concrete policy objectives.

After Rubio stated that the U.S. preemptively struck Iran because Israel was going to attack first,
the narrative shifted to Iran supposedly aiming to attack both Israel and the U.S. Further, we are

not actually at war, yet the war is going very well. All the while, Iran could be left with a leader
worse than before. Regime change is not an option, but the administration is considering a

change in the regime. Trump has also stated that he wants to select the next ayatollah, which
puts his own supporters at home and abroad in a position to rally for a U.S. politician dedicated
to giving them another human rights abuser they rightly resented in the first place.

America’s War of Choice

In 2009, Council on Foreign Relations President Richard Haass authored, War of Necessity, War

of Choice: A Memoir of Two Iraq Wars. He compared the first war’s (1991) “traditional,

legitimate, and strategic” approach to the second war (2003) — one “poorly conceived and
implemented.” Haass concluded that “using force to oust regimes is simply too costly and too
uncertain.” David E. Sanger, recently in the New York Times stated, “For Trump, the Iran Attack

Is the Ultimate War of Choice.” Sanger remarked that Trump “was not driven by an immediate
threat” and did not present evidence to justify the action. The concept of necessity in war

requires the use of force only as a last resort.

Senior Policy Director at the European Council on Foreign Relations Jeremy Cliffe stated that
“Europeans should communicate clearly that this is a war of choice by America, in contravention
of the same UN charter [they] have invoked to condemn Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine and
insist on Greenland’s sovereignty.” This conflict however, looks to be Israel’s war of necessity.

Operation Epic Fury presents a preventative strike, not a preemptive one under international law,

much like Russia’s decision to invade Ukraine, which was denounced as a clear violation of
international norms. Stephen Zunes pointed out, “This is not a preemptive war. A preemptive war
is in response to an imminent attack. This is a war of aggression. A flagrant violation of the
United Nations Charter.” Alarmingly, Trump stated over a month before the invasion that "I don’t
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need international law,” as he currently creates new norms. Zunes previously stated that “this

war isn’t about nonproliferation, it's about inflicting as much damage as possible on a country
that isn’t willing to accept U.S. hegemony in the region.”

Overall, since returning to office for a second term, the Trump administration has carried out air
strikes in Venezuela, Nigeria, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Yemen, and Somalia, according to the Council on
Foreign Relations. In the Iran 2026 War, the U.S. has already carried out over 3,000 strikes.

Sanger emphasized however, that "Netanyahu urged [Trump] starting in December to launch this
war” with little plan in sight. There is mounting evidence that interests serve Israel much more

than the U.S. Top aides, diplomats, its top general, and the American people, have little faith in

the attacks. America’s closest friend, Britain, refused the American military’s access to the Diego
Garcia to launch American fighter jets. This later shifted to limited use.

Israel’s War of Necessity

It appears that the U.S. is clearly acting on behalf of Israel and prefers to use the country as an
excuse to mobilize and cloud a series of domestic issues impacting Trump’s unpopularity at

home. Ulgen also advanced that Trump “wanted to enter the November midterm elections as the
U.S. leader who overthrew the regime in Iran.” A recent Politico article stated that “White House
Officials believe ‘the politics are a lot better’ if Israel strikes Iran first.”

The question remains, how this decision impacts U.S. strategic interests. Muhammad Idrees
Ahmad of New Lines Magazine indicated that the U.S. has no motive to go to war with Iran

except for Israel and they have been pushing for a U.S. attack for the last 30 years. After
September 11, 2001, the neocons targeted Iraq “only because it was part of their ‘dual rollback’
policy [and] selling a war on Iran seemed less achievable,” cited Ahmad. All the while Trump’s
philosophical departures from Bolton, Bush and Cheney seem exaggerated and he’s like other
hard-right hawks.

Netanyahu, “a wanted war criminal,” says reporter Secunder Kermani, has painted Trump into a

regime change corner. Even worse than regime change, the goal could be outright “state
collapse” as Mahbod Seraji wrote recently in Truthout. Trump lacks support from members of
Congress, global allies, and the top brass in the military. Claiming that Israel has “a free hand”
and drives U.S. foreign policy is usually a problematic accusation for many reasons, but in this
case it looks self-evident. As Netanyahu recently stated, “Israel now has the assistance of the

United States, my friend, U.S. President Donald Trump, and the U.S. military. This coalition of
forces allows us to do what I have yearned to do for 40 years.” Iran is a thorn in the side of the
U.S. but a major juggernaut for Israel.

For the most part, the U.S. has avoided the use of regional hard power when it came to the
Iranian government. It seemed to go along with the Iranian foreign policy, what analyst Mouin
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Rabbani referred to as “strategic patience.” All the while, the U.S. has implemented a host of
structural and cultural impediments to Iran’s social and political development including the

toppling of democratically elected Mosaddegh in 1953, unlawful political violence, the killing of

civilians, the arming of insurgents, and the murder of scientists, in addition to supporting
Saddam Husseinthroughout his worst atrocities. Further, history lessons, such as the U.S. failure

of the 1980s Operation Eagle Claw are being ignored.

Although it was argued that George W. Bush allowed Israel to fly reconnaissance missions over

the Iranian border aimed at intimidation, the reports were challenged and he ultimately rejected
Israel’s plea to invade Iran. Further, as Ahmad pointed out, “"Dick Cheney had spent the 1990s
lobbying for the removal of sanctions so U.S. companies could do business in Iran.” This
advances the idea that Trump is following Israel’s lead, as he pushes the world further into
regional escalation and global economic collapse, with well over 1,000 Iranians killed in the war’s

first week alone.
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