No, MAGA is not divided on the Iran war

Trump'’s supporters remain loyal, even if there are a few loud dissenting voices.

President Donald Trump at a rally at Verst Logistics on March 11, 2026, in Hebron, Kentucky, US [Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP Photo]
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Sometimes, journalists indulge in myths and delusions they claim to decry.

This grating inclination has been on almost giddy display in the still evolving aftermath of
United States President Donald Trump’s rash decision to join Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in launching a war with Iran.
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Like falling dominoes, a “narrative” gathered momentum among the America’s “progressive”
commentariat, insisting that Trump’s order to go to war offended large swaths of the MAGA
movement and set off a seismic split in his ardent base.

[t is a silly myth and a seductive delusion.

Sure, a handful of familiar MAGA personalities have grumbled that another Middle East
conflict betrays the “America First” pledge that helped propel Trump back to the White
House.

Conservative commentator Megyn Kelly has questioned whether the US is drifting, yet again,
into an endless war without purpose or meaning. Podcaster Joe Rogan has talked about the
conflict’s disastrous, unintended consequences. Former Fox News host Tucker Carlson has
warned that the unprovoked attack could trigger chaos across an already volatile region.

Trump, of course, parried the backlash with trademark coarseness. He lashed out. He
dismissed the naysayers. He mocked allies who briefly turned detractors.

Headlines blared that a domestic quarrel threatened to engulf his MAGA disciples in a “civil

”

war.

The idea that MAGA has fractured is fantasy. Disquiet is not rupture. Dissent is not rebellion.

The MAGA “movement” is not a conventional coalition held together by consensus around a
coherent, considered set of principles or policies.

MAGA remains what it has always been: a political phenomenon built to burnish one man’s
ego and narcissism. As long as that man is Trump, the “movement” bends to his designs and
whims. [t adjusts; and, inevitably, snaps back into loyal line.
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That loyalty remains the movement’s signature force.

For nearly a decade, Trump has tested its limits. He has weathered scandals that would have
devoured most politicians. Two impeachments. Criminal convictions. A litany of
controversies, including his close and lengthy friendship with the architect of a worldwide
sex trafficking ring, the notorious paedophile, Jeffrey Epstein.



Through it all, MAGA has, if anything, tightened its loving embrace of Trump.

The notion that a fraternal dispute over foreign policy would shatter the vice-like bond is
absurd. That bond is emotion. It is visceral.

For his embittered supporters, Trump is the embodiment of grievance-fuelled defiance. He is
a charismatic champion against enemies in Washington — the gilded establishment, the

media, the global order who treats them with derision and contempt.

Within that parochial framework, Trump’s actions at home and abroad are filtered through
the prism of fidelity. When Trump unleashes a war that he once opposed, his devout
followers accept his shifting rationales — however obtuse or contradictory. They believe he
sees threats others ignore. They believe he acts when others hesitate.

Indeed, polls confirm their steadfast confidence in Trump’s judgement and his enduring

appeal.

The Republican Party has always harboured different instincts. Some supporters lean
towards isolationism. Others favour aggressive displays of the America’s unparalleled

power.

While there may be hints of unease among Republicans about the prospect of a long, costly
war with Iran, that unease has not led, and likely will not lead, to a broad revolt anytime

soon.

Trump’s standing within the Republican Party remains strong. His approval among
Republican voters remains high. They trust him.

That trust trumps the simmering doubts raised by a small, albeit prominent, slice of MAGA
fawning pundits and a few recalcitrant members of Congress.

Kelly knows it. Rogan knows it. Carlson knows it.
The trio understands that they operate inside a MAGA universe fashioned and controlled by

Trump. Their popularity and influence depend on staying there. They know the defining rule
of Trump’s gravitational pull: stray too far and you will be cast out.
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Predictably, Carlson avoided escalation.

Instead, he declared his allegiance. He made plain that he still “loves” Trump. He reminded

listeners that Trump had reshaped American politics.

Kelly and Rogan may question the risks and dangers of war, but neither would wage a
sustained attack on the president. Neither would dare tell Trump’s loyalists to abandon him.

A fleeting disagreement over Trump’s reckless adventure in Iran will not translate into a
lasting break.

Even the most high-profile MAGA hucksters recognise that confronting Trump invites
retribution and disaster. Their audiences overlap. Their reach thrives in the same ideological
ecosystem.

Picking an ultimately losing fight with the ecosystem’s vengeful anchor is rarely good
business.

So, MAGA is, at the moment, experiencing a touch of turbulence. It will pass.

Which is why the constant search by establishment media for a dramatic MAGA schism
keeps producing the standard result.

Nothing much changes.

Every time Trump sparks outrage, the same prediction appears. This time, the base will

rebel. This time, the coalition will splinter.

This forecast is a tired ritual. [t ignores the fundamental nature of the MAGA compact. That
connection is not rooted in briefs or blueprints. It is a secular religion where the leader is

never wrong.

Myopic scribes mistake a fracas for a collapse. They see tension and hope for a divorce. The
believers are not preoccupied with the logistics of war or the mercurial logic of “America
First”. They care about the man who gave them a voice.

Once the friction fades, the sceptics will retreat. They have nowhere else to go. The
undeniable magnetism of Trump’s celebrity and command of MAGA reels most reluctant
strays back.



To leave that agreeable orbit permanently is to vanish into irrelevance — a bleak fate for
provocateurs who have forged lucrative careers amplifying Trump’s ignorance, intolerance,

and fury.

The views expressed in this article are the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect Al

Jazeera’s editorial stance.
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